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mander McComb, again took position at a point from 1,200 to
1,300 yards from the same batteries. Assisted by the iron-
clad Essex, Commander Caldwell, these three ships maintained
for an hour or more a fierce and determined engagement,
during which every gun on the river front in range took part,
fairly raining projectiles upon the ships. Fortunately, the gun-
fire from this combined force of ships was so tremendous as to
interfere seriously with the rapidity and accuracy of the guns
on shore.

The fleet of mortar schooners, which had done much good
work under Admiral D. D. Porter at the attack upon Forts Jack-
son and St. Philip, in the campaign against New Orleans by Ad-
miral Farragut, were again placed in position on the left bank
of the river, and in every attack made from this time until
July 9th, when Port Hudson finally capitulated, joined their
terrifying fire to that of the other vessels upon the besieged
forces within this strongly fortified and gallantly defended post.
After General Banks had invested these fortifications on the land
side with his splendid corps, the plan adopted by the com-
manders-in-chief was to harass the enemy day and night.

Faithfully and fully did the forces on the river and those
on the land side in the enemy's rear carry this plan into execu-
tion. During the day one or two or more vessels were detached
to assault the river batteries in. front in cooperation with attacks
of greater or less fierceness by the army beleaguering the works.
The roar of artillery and musketry appeared continuous for
well-nigh three months night and day.

Choosing different hours every night of the siege, the mortar
fleet, consisting of some eight or ten vessels, were directed to
hurl their enormous 13-inch shells for an hour into the enemy's
works. The effect of these great shells in curving through the
air at high-angle firing, as their burning fuses turned in ever-
varying directions, was picturesque and impressive. Throtigh
long practice, the officers and men acqiiired great nicety in cut-
ting and timing their fuses, so that the bursting moment would
coincide with that of landing in or about the batteries. These
terrific night cannonades were demoralizing features to the
enemy in this long siege. The continuous roar and reverbera-
tion of discharges were almost deafening, and generally awoke